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later than September 1, 2003. The final rule shall be-

come fully effective for all vehicles identified in sec-

tion 30127(b), title 49, United States Code, that are 

manufactured on and after September 1, 2005. Should 

the phase-in of the final rule required by this para-

graph commence on September 1, 2003, then in that 

event, and only in that event, the Secretary is au-

thorized to make the final rule fully effective on Sep-

tember 1, 2006, for all vehicles that are manufactured 

on and after that date. 
‘‘(4) COORDINATION OF EFFECTIVE DATES.—The re-

quirements of S13 of Standard No. 208 shall remain in 

effect unless and until changed by the rule required 

by this subsection. 
‘‘(5) CREDIT FOR EARLY COMPLIANCE.—To encourage 

early compliance, the Secretary is directed to include 

in the notice of proposed rulemaking required by 

paragraph (1) means by which manufacturers may 

earn credits for future compliance. Credits, on a one- 

vehicle for one-vehicle basis, may be earned for vehi-

cles certified as being in full compliance under sec-

tion 30115 of title 49, United States Code, with the 

rule required by paragraph (2) which are either— 
‘‘(A) so certified in advance of the phase-in pe-

riod; or 
‘‘(B) in excess of the percentage requirements 

during the phase-in period. 
‘‘(b) ADVISORY COMMITTEES.—Any government advi-

sory committee, task force, or other entity involving 

air bags shall include representatives of consumer and 

safety organizations, insurers, manufacturers, and sup-

pliers.’’ 

§ 30128. Vehicle rollover prevention and crash 
mitigation 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall initiate 
rulemaking proceedings, for the purpose of es-
tablishing rules or standards that will reduce 
vehicle rollover crashes and mitigate deaths and 
injuries associated with such crashes for motor 
vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating of 
not more than 10,000 pounds. 

(b) ROLLOVER PREVENTION.—One of the rule-
making proceedings initiated under subsection 
(a) shall be to establish performance criteria to 
reduce the occurrence of rollovers consistent 
with stability enhancing technologies. The Sec-
retary shall issue a proposed rule in this pro-
ceeding by rule by October 1, 2006, and a final 
rule by April 1, 2009. 

(c) OCCUPANT EJECTION PREVENTION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall also 

initiate a rulemaking proceeding to establish 
performance standards to reduce complete and 
partial ejections of vehicle occupants from 
outboard seating positions. In formulating the 
standards the Secretary shall consider various 
ejection mitigation systems. The Secretary 
shall issue a final rule under this paragraph no 
later than October 1, 2009. 

(2) DOOR LOCKS AND DOOR RETENTION.—The 
Secretary shall complete the rulemaking pro-
ceeding initiated to upgrade Federal Motor 
Vehicle Safety Standard No. 206, relating to 
door locks and door retention, no later than 30 
months after the date of enactment of this 
section. 

(d) PROTECTION OF OCCUPANTS.—One of the 
rulemaking proceedings initiated under sub-
section (a) shall be to establish performance cri-
teria to upgrade Federal Motor Vehicle Safety 
Standard No. 216 relating to roof strength for 
driver and passenger sides. The Secretary may 
consider industry and independent dynamic 

tests that realistically duplicate the actual 
forces transmitted during a rollover crash. The 
Secretary shall issue a proposed rule by Decem-
ber 31, 2005, and a final rule by July 1, 2008. 

(e) DEADLINES.—If the Secretary determines 
that the deadline for a final rule under this sec-
tion cannot be met, the Secretary shall— 

(1) notify the Senate Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation and the 
House of Representatives Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce and explain why that 
deadline cannot be met; and 

(2) establish a new deadline. 

(Added Pub. L. 109–59, title X, § 10301(a), Aug. 10, 
2005, 119 Stat. 1939.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of enactment of this section, referred to in 

subsec. (c)(2), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 109–59, 

which was approved Aug. 10, 2005. 

CODIFICATION 

Section 10301(a) of Pub. L. 109–59, which directed that 

this section be added at the end of subchapter II of 

chapter 301, without specifying the title to be amended, 

was executed by adding this section at the end of sub-

chapter II of this chapter, to reflect the probable intent 

of Congress. 

SUBCHAPTER III—IMPORTING NONCOMPLY-
ING MOTOR VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENT 

§ 30141. Importing motor vehicles capable of 
complying with standards 

(a) GENERAL.—Section 30112(a) of this title 
does not apply to a motor vehicle if— 

(1) on the initiative of the Secretary of 
Transportation or on petition of a manufac-
turer or importer registered under subsection 
(c) of this section, the Secretary decides— 

(A) the vehicle is— 
(i) substantially similar to a motor vehi-

cle originally manufactured for import 
into and sale in the United States; 

(ii) certified under section 30115 of this 
title; 

(iii) the same model year (as defined 
under regulations of the Secretary of 
Transportation) as the model of the motor 
vehicle it is being compared to; and 

(iv) capable of being readily altered to 
comply with applicable motor vehicle safe-
ty standards prescribed under this chapter; 
or 

(B) if there is no substantially similar 
United States motor vehicle, the safety fea-
tures of the vehicle comply with or are capa-
ble of being altered to comply with those 
standards based on destructive test informa-
tion or other evidence the Secretary of 
Transportation decides is adequate; 

(2) the vehicle is imported by a registered 
importer; and 

(3) the registered importer pays the annual 
fee the Secretary of Transportation estab-
lishes under subsection (e) of this section to 
pay for the costs of carrying out the registra-
tion program for importers under subsection 
(c) of this section and any other fees the Sec-
retary of Transportation establishes to pay for 
the costs of— 
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(A) processing bonds provided to the Sec-
retary of the Treasury under subsection (d) 
of this section; and 

(B) making the decisions under this sub-
chapter. 

(b) PROCEDURES ON DECIDING ON MOTOR VEHI-
CLE CAPABILITY.—(1) The Secretary of Transpor-
tation shall establish by regulation procedures 
for making a decision under subsection (a)(1) of 
this section and the information a petitioner 
must provide to show clearly that the motor ve-
hicle is capable of being brought into compli-
ance with applicable motor vehicle safety stand-
ards prescribed under this chapter. In establish-
ing the procedures, the Secretary shall provide 
for a minimum period of public notice and writ-
ten comment consistent with ensuring expedi-
tious, but complete, consideration and avoiding 
delay by any person. In making a decision under 
those procedures, the Secretary shall consider 
test information and other information avail-
able to the Secretary, including any information 
provided by the manufacturer. If the Secretary 
makes a negative decision, the Secretary may 
not make another decision for the same model 
until at least 3 calendar months have elapsed 
after the negative decision. 

(2) The Secretary of Transportation shall pub-
lish each year in the Federal Register a list of 
all decisions made under subsection (a)(1) of this 
section. Each published decision applies to the 
model of the motor vehicle for which the deci-
sion was made. A positive decision permits an-
other importer registered under subsection (c) of 
this section to import a vehicle of the same 
model under this section if the importer com-
plies with all the terms of the decision. 

(c) REGISTRATION.—(1) The Secretary of Trans-
portation shall establish procedures for register-
ing a person who complies with requirements 
prescribed by the Secretary by regulation under 
this subsection, including— 

(A) recordkeeping requirements; 
(B) inspection of records and facilities relat-

ed to motor vehicles the person has imported, 
altered, or both; and 

(C) requirements that ensure that the im-
porter (or a successor in interest) will be able 
technically and financially to carry out re-
sponsibilities under sections 30117(b), 
30118–30121, and 30166(f) of this title. 

(2) The Secretary of Transportation shall deny 
registration to a person whose registration is re-
voked under paragraph (4) of this subsection. 

(3) The Secretary of Transportation may deny 
registration to a person that is or was owned or 
controlled by, or under common ownership or 
control with, a person whose registration was 
revoked under paragraph (4) of this subsection. 

(4) The Secretary of Transportation shall es-
tablish procedures for— 

(A) revoking or suspending a registration is-
sued under paragraph (1) of this subsection for 
not complying with a requirement of this sub-
chapter or any of sections 30112, 30115, 
30117–30122, 30125(c), 30127, or 30166 of this title 
or regulations prescribed under this sub-
chapter or any of those sections; 

(B) automatically suspending a registration 
for not paying a fee under subsection (a)(3) of 

this section in a timely manner or for know-
ingly filing a false or misleading certification 
under section 30146 of this title; and 

(C) reinstating suspended registrations. 

(d) BONDS.—(1) A person importing a motor ve-
hicle under this section shall provide a bond to 
the Secretary of the Treasury (acting for the 
Secretary of Transportation) and comply with 
the terms the Secretary of Transportation de-
cides are appropriate to ensure that the vehi-
cle— 

(A) will comply with applicable motor vehi-
cle safety standards prescribed under this 
chapter within a reasonable time (specified by 
the Secretary of Transportation) after the ve-
hicle is imported; or 

(B) will be exported (at no cost to the United 
States Government) by the Secretary of the 
Treasury or abandoned to the Government. 

(2) The amount of the bond provided under this 
subsection shall be at least equal to the dutiable 
value of the motor vehicle (as determined by the 
Secretary of the Treasury) but not more than 
150 percent of that value. 

(e) FEE REVIEW, ADJUSTMENT, AND USE.—The 
Secretary of Transportation shall review and 
make appropriate adjustments at least every 2 
years in the amounts of the fees required to be 
paid under subsection (a)(3) of this section. The 
Secretary of Transportation shall establish the 
fees for each fiscal year before the beginning of 
that year. All fees collected remain available 
until expended without fiscal year limit to the 
extent provided in advance by appropriation 
laws. The amounts are only for use by the Sec-
retary of Transportation— 

(1) in carrying out this section and sections 
30146(a)–(c)(1), (d), and (e) and 30147(b) of this 
title; and 

(2) in advancing to the Secretary of the 
Treasury amounts for costs incurred under 
this section and section 30146 of this title to 
reimburse the Secretary of the Treasury for 
those costs. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 960; 
Pub. L. 103–429, § 6(23), Oct. 31, 1994, 108 Stat. 
4380.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

PUB. L. 103–272 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30141(a) ...... 15:1397(c)(3)(A), 
(C)(i). 

Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89–563, 
80 Stat. 718, § 108(c)(2), 
(3)(A)–(D); added Oct. 31, 
1988, Pub. L. 100–562, § 2(b), 
102 Stat. 2818. 

30141(b) ...... 15:1397(c)(3)(C) 
(ii)–(iv). 

30141(c) ...... 15:1397(c)(3)(D). 
30141(d) ...... 15:1397(c)(2). 
30141(e) ...... 15:1397(c)(3)(B). 

In subsection (a)(1)(A)(iv), the words ‘‘prescribed 

under this chapter’’ are substituted for ‘‘Federal’’ for 

consistency in this chapter. 
In subsection (a)(3), before clause (A), the words ‘‘any 

other fees’’ are substituted for ‘‘such other annual fee 

or fees’’ to eliminate unnecessary words. In clause (B), 

the words ‘‘this subchapter’’ are substituted for ‘‘this 

section’’ for clarity. See H. Rept. No. 100–431, 100th 

Cong., 1st Sess., p. 19 (1987). 
In subsection (b)(1), the words ‘‘procedures for mak-

ing a decision under subsection (a)(1) of this section’’ 
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are substituted for ‘‘procedures for considering such pe-

titions’’ and ‘‘procedures for determinations made on 

the Secretary’s initiative’’ because of the restatement. 

The words ‘‘(whether or not confidential)’’ are omitted 

as unnecessary because of the restatement. 
In subsection (b)(2), the word ‘‘permits’’ is sub-

stituted for ‘‘shall be sufficient authority’’ for clarity. 

The word ‘‘conditions’’ is omitted as being included in 

‘‘terms’’. 
In subsection (c)(1), before clause (A), the words 

‘‘under this subsection’’ are added for clarity. The word 

‘‘including’’ is substituted for ‘‘include, as a minimum’’ 

to eliminate unnecessary words. In clause (B), the 

words ‘‘(relating to discovery, notification, and remedy 

of defects)’’ are omitted as surplus. 
In subsection (c)(3), the words ‘‘directly or indi-

rectly’’ are omitted as unnecessary because of the re-

statement. 
In subsection (d)(1), before clause (A), the word ‘‘con-

ditions’’ is omitted as being included in ‘‘terms’’. 

PUB. L. 103–429 

This amends 49:30141(c)(4)(A) and 30165(a) to correct 

erroneous cross-references. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (c)(4)(A). Pub. L. 103–429 substituted 

‘‘any of sections 30112’’ for ‘‘section 30112’’ and inserted 

‘‘any of’’ before ‘‘those sections’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 103–429 effective July 5, 1994, 

see section 9 of Pub. L. 103–429, set out as a note under 

section 321 of this title. 

§ 30142. Importing motor vehicles for personal 
use 

(a) GENERAL.—Section 30112(a) of this title 
does not apply to an imported motor vehicle if— 

(1) the vehicle is imported for personal use, 
and not for resale, by an individual (except an 
individual described in sections 30143 and 30144 
of this title); 

(2) the vehicle is imported after January 31, 
1990; and 

(3) the individual takes the actions required 
under subsection (b) of this section to receive 
an exemption. 

(b) EXEMPTIONS.—(1) To receive an exemption 
under subsection (a) of this section, an individ-
ual must— 

(A) provide the Secretary of the Treasury 
(acting for the Secretary of Transportation) 
with— 

(i) an appropriate bond in an amount de-
termined under section 30141(d) of this title; 

(ii) a copy of an agreement with an im-
porter registered under section 30141(c) of 
this title for bringing the motor vehicle into 
compliance with applicable motor vehicle 
safety standards prescribed under this chap-
ter; and 

(iii) a certification that the vehicle meets 
the requirement of section 30141(a)(1)(A) or 
(B) of this title; and 

(B) comply with appropriate terms the Sec-
retary of Transportation imposes to ensure 
that the vehicle— 

(i) will be brought into compliance with 
those standards within a reasonable time 
(specified by the Secretary of Transpor-
tation) after the vehicle is imported; or 

(ii) will be exported (at no cost to the 
United States Government) by the Secretary 

of the Treasury or abandoned to the Govern-
ment. 

(2) For good cause shown, the Secretary of 
Transportation may allow an individual addi-
tional time, but not more than 30 days after the 
day on which the motor vehicle is offered for im-
port, to comply with paragraph (1)(A)(ii) of this 
subsection. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 962.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30142(a) ...... 15:1397(f)(1). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89–563, 
80 Stat. 718, § 108(f); added 
Oct. 31, 1988, Pub. L. 
100–562, § 2(b), 102 Stat. 
2822. 

30142(b) ...... 15:1397(f)(2). 

In subsection (a)(2), the words ‘‘after January 31, 

1990’’ are substituted for ‘‘after the effective date of the 

regulations initially issued to implement the amend-

ments made to this section by the Imported Vehicle 

Safety Compliance Act of 1988’’ for clarity. See 49 

C.F.R. part 591. 

In subsection (a)(3), the words ‘‘the individual takes 

the actions required under subsection (b) of this sec-

tion’’ are substituted for ‘‘if that individual takes the 

actions required by paragraph (2)’’ for clarity and be-

cause of the restatement. 

In subsection (b)(1), the word ‘‘compliance’’ is sub-

stituted for ‘‘conformity’’ for consistency in this chap-

ter. 

In subsection (b)(1)(B), before subclause (i), the word 

‘‘conditions’’ is omitted as being included in ‘‘terms’’. 

§ 30143. Motor vehicles imported by individuals 
employed outside the United States 

(a) DEFINITION.—In this section, ‘‘assigned 
place of employment’’ means— 

(1) the principal location at which an indi-
vidual is permanently or indefinitely assigned 
to work; and 

(2) for a member of the uniformed services, 
the individual’s permanent duty station. 

(b) GENERAL.—Section 30112(a) of this title 
does not apply to a motor vehicle imported for 
personal use, and not for resale, by an individ-
ual— 

(1) whose assigned place of employment was 
outside the United States as of October 31, 
1988, and who has not had an assigned place of 
employment in the United States from that 
date through the date the vehicle is imported 
into the United States; 

(2) who previously had not imported a motor 
vehicle into the United States under this sec-
tion or section 108(g) of the National Traffic 
and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1966 or, before 
October 31, 1988, under section 108(b)(3) of that 
Act; 

(3) who acquired, or made a binding contract 
to acquire, the vehicle before October 31, 1988; 

(4) who imported the vehicle into the United 
States not later than October 31, 1992; and 

(5) who satisfies section 108(b)(3) of that Act 
as in effect on October 30, 1988. 

(c) CERTIFICATION.—Subsection (b) of this sec-
tion is carried out by certification in the form 
the Secretary of Transportation or the Sec-
retary of the Treasury may prescribe. 
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(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 963.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30143(a) ...... 15:1397(g) (3d, last 
sentences). 

Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89–563, 
80 Stat. 718, § 108(g); added 
Oct. 31, 1988, Pub. L. 
100–562, § 2(b), 102 Stat. 
2823. 

30143(b), (c) 15:1397(g) (1st, 2d 
sentences). 

In subsection (b), before clause (1), the words ‘‘(in-

cluding a member of the uniformed services)’’ are omit-

ted as unnecessary because of the restatement. In 

clause (1), the words ‘‘from that date through the date 

the vehicle is imported into the United States’’ are sub-

stituted for ‘‘that date and the date of entry of such 

motor vehicle’’ for clarity and consistency in this chap-

ter. In clause (2), the words ‘‘under this section or sec-

tion 108(g) of the National Traffic and Motor Vehicle 

Safety Act of 1966’’ are substituted for ‘‘this sub-

section’’ to preserve the exemption for motor vehicles 

imported under the source provisions between October 

30, 1988, and the effective date of this restatement. In 

clause (4), the word ‘‘imports’’ is substituted for ‘‘en-

ters’’ for clarity and consistency in this chapter. In 

clause (5) the word ‘‘satisfies’’ is substituted for ‘‘meets 

the terms, conditions, and other requirements . . . 

under’’ to eliminate unnecessary words. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Subsections (b)(3) and (g) of section 108 of the Na-

tional Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1966, re-

ferred to in subsec. (b)(2), (5), are subsecs. (b)(3) and (g) 

of section 108 of Pub. L. 89–563, which were classified to 

subsecs. (b)(3) and (g), respectively, of section 1397 of 

Title 15, Commerce and Trade, were repealed and reen-

acted in sections 30112(b)(1)–(3) and 30143, respectively, 

of this title by Pub. L. 103–272, §§ 1(e), 7(b), July 5, 1994, 

108 Stat. 945, 963, 1379. 

§ 30144. Importing motor vehicles on a temporary 
basis 

(a) GENERAL.—Section 30112(a) of this title 
does not apply to a motor vehicle imported on a 
temporary basis for personal use by an individ-
ual who is a member of— 

(1)(A) the personnel of the government of a 
foreign country on assignment in the United 
States or a member of the Secretariat of a 
public international organization designated 
under the International Organizations Immu-
nities Act (22 U.S.C. 288 et seq.); and 

(B) the class of individuals for whom the 
Secretary of State has authorized free impor-
tation of motor vehicles; or 

(2) the armed forces of a foreign country on 
assignment in the United States. 

(b) VERIFICATION.—The Secretary of Transpor-
tation or the Secretary of the Treasury may re-
quire verification, that the Secretary of Trans-
portation considers appropriate, that an individ-
ual is a member described under subsection (a) 
of this section. The Secretary of Transportation 
shall ensure that a motor vehicle imported 
under this section will be exported (at no cost to 
the United States Government) or abandoned to 
the Government when the individual no longer— 

(1) resides in the United States; and 
(2) is a member described under subsection 

(a) of this section. 

(c) SALE IN THE UNITED STATES.—A motor ve-
hicle imported under this section may not be 
sold when in the United States. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 964; 
Pub. L. 104–287, § 5(57), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 
3394.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

PUB. L. 103–272 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30144(a) ...... 15:1397(h) (1st sen-
tence). 

Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89–563, 
80 Stat. 718, § 108(h); added 
Oct. 31, 1988, Pub. L. 
100–562, § 2(b), 102 Stat. 
2823. 

30144(b) ...... 15:1397(h) (2d, 3d 
sentences). 

30144(c) ...... 15:1397(h) (last sen-
tence). 

In subsection (a)(1)(B), the word ‘‘importation’’ is 

substituted for ‘‘entry’’ for clarity and consistency in 

this chapter. 

In subsection (b), before clause (1), the words ‘‘that 

an individual is a member described under subsection 

(a) of this section’’ are substituted for ‘‘such status’’ 

for clarity. The word ‘‘imported’’ is substituted for ‘‘en-

tered’’ for clarity and consistency in this chapter. In 

clause (2), the words ‘‘a member described under sub-

section (a) of this section’’ are substituted for ‘‘hold 

such status’’ for clarity. 

PUB. L. 104–287 

This amends 49:30144(a)(1)(A) to correct an erroneous 

cross-reference. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The International Organizations Immunities Act, re-

ferred to in subsec. (a)(1)(A), is title I of act Dec. 29, 

1945, ch. 652, 59 Stat. 669, as amended, which is classified 

principally to subchapter XVIII (§ 288 et seq.) of chapter 

7 of Title 22, Foreign Relations and Intercourse. For 

complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 

Short Title note set out under section 288 of Title 22 

and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (a)(1)(A). Pub. L. 104–287 substituted 

‘‘International Organizations’’ for ‘‘International Orga-

nization’’. 

§ 30145. Importing motor vehicles or equipment 
requiring further manufacturing 

Section 30112(a) of this title does not apply to 
a motor vehicle or motor vehicle equipment if 
the vehicle or equipment— 

(1) requires further manufacturing to per-
form its intended function as decided under 
regulations prescribed by the Secretary of 
Transportation; and 

(2) is accompanied at the time of importa-
tion by a written statement issued by the 
manufacturer indicating the applicable motor 
vehicle safety standard prescribed under this 
chapter with which it does not comply. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 964.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30145 .......... 15:1397(e). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89–563, 
80 Stat. 718, § 108(e); added 
Oct. 31, 1988, Pub. L. 
100–562, § 2(b), 102 Stat. 
2822. 

In clause (2), the word ‘‘importation’’ is substituted 

for ‘‘entry’’ for clarity and consistency in this chapter. 

The words ‘‘of the incomplete motor vehicle or item of 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘misrepresentation.’’ 

equipment’’ are omitted as unnecessary because of the 

restatement. The words ‘‘prescribed under this chap-

ter’’ are substituted for ‘‘Federal’’ for consistency in 

this chapter. 

§ 30146. Release of motor vehicles and bonds 

(a) COMPLIANCE CERTIFICATION AND BOND.—(1) 
Except as provided in subsections (c) and (d) of 
this section, an importer registered under sec-
tion 30141(c) of this title may license or register 
an imported motor vehicle for use on public 
streets, roads, or highways, or release custody of 
a motor vehicle imported by the registered im-
porter or imported by an individual under sec-
tion 30142 of this title and altered by the reg-
istered importer to meet applicable motor vehi-
cle safety standards prescribed under this chap-
ter to a person for license or registration for use 
on public streets, roads, or highways, only after 
30 days after the registered importer certifies to 
the Secretary of Transportation, in the way the 
Secretary prescribes, that the motor vehicle 
complies with each standard prescribed in the 
year the vehicle was manufactured and that ap-
plies in that year to that vehicle. A vehicle may 
not be released if the Secretary gives written 
notice before the end of the 30-day period that 
the Secretary will inspect the vehicle under sub-
section (c) of this section. 

(2) The Secretaries of Transportation and the 
Treasury shall prescribe regulations— 

(A) ensuring the release of a motor vehicle 
and bond required under section 30141(d) of 
this title at the end of the 30-day period, un-
less the Secretary of Transportation issues a 
notice of an inspection under subsection (c) of 
this section; and 

(B) providing that the Secretary of Trans-
portation shall release the vehicle and bond 
promptly after an inspection under subsection 
(c) of this section showing compliance with 
the standards applicable to the vehicle. 

(3) Each registered importer shall include on 
each motor vehicle released under this sub-
section a label prescribed by the Secretary of 
Transportation identifying the importer and 
stating that the vehicle has been altered by the 
importer to comply with the standards applica-
ble to the vehicle. 

(b) RELIANCE ON MANUFACTURER’S CERTIFI-
CATION.—In making a certification under sub-
section (a)(1) of this section, the registered im-
porter may rely on the manufacturer’s certifi-
cation for the model to which the motor vehicle 
involved is substantially similar if the importer 
certifies that any alteration made by the im-
porter did not affect the compliance of the safe-
ty features of the vehicle and the importer 
keeps records verifying the certification for the 
period the Secretary of Transportation pre-
scribes. 

(c) EVIDENCE OF COMPLIANCE.—(1) The Sec-
retary of Transportation may require that the 
certification under subsection (a)(1) of this sec-
tion be accompanied by evidence of compliance 
the Secretary considers appropriate or may in-
spect the certified motor vehicle, or both. If the 
Secretary gives notice of an inspection, an im-
porter may release the vehicle only after— 

(A) an inspection showing the motor vehicle 
complies with applicable motor vehicle safety 

standards prescribed under this chapter for 
which the inspection was made; and 

(B) release of the vehicle by the Secretary. 

(2) The Secretary of Transportation shall in-
spect periodically a representative number of 
motor vehicles for which certifications have 
been filed under subsection (a)(1) of this section. 
In carrying out a motor vehicle testing program 
under this chapter, the Secretary shall include a 
representative number of motor vehicles for 
which certifications have been filed under sub-
section (a)(1). 

(d) CHALLENGING THE CERTIFICATION.—A motor 
vehicle or bond may not be released under sub-
section (a) of this section if the Secretary of 
Transportation, not later than 30 days after re-
ceiving a certification under subsection (a)(1) of 
this section, gives written notice that the Sec-
retary believes or has reason to believe that the 
certification is false or contains a mis-
presentation.1 The vehicle and bond may be re-
leased only after the Secretary is satisfied with 
the certification and any modification of the 
certification. 

(e) BOND RELEASE.—A release of a bond re-
quired under section 30141(d) of this title is 
deemed an acceptance of a certification or com-
pletion of an inspection under this section but is 
not a decision by the Secretary of Transpor-
tation under section 30118(a) or (b) of this title 
of compliance with applicable motor vehicle 
safety standards prescribed under this chapter. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 964.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30146(a) ...... 15:1397(c)(3)(E)(i) 
(1st, 3d, last sen-
tences), (vii). 

Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89–563, 
80 Stat. 718, § 108(c)(3)(E); 
added Oct. 31, 1988, Pub. L. 
100–562, § 2(b), 102 Stat. 
2820. 

30146(b) ...... 15:1397(c)(3)(E)(ii). 
30146(c) ...... 15:1397(c)(3)(E)(i) (2d 

sentence), (iii), 
(iv). 

30146(d) ...... 15:1397(c)(3)(E)(vi). 
30146(e) ...... 15:1397(c)(3)(E)(v). 

In subsection (a)(1), the words ‘‘Except as provided in 

subsections (c) and (d) of this section’’ are added be-

cause of the restatement. 
In subsection (a)(2)(B), the words ‘‘showing compli-

ance with the standards’’ are substituted for ‘‘showing 

no such failure to comply’’ for clarity. 

§ 30147. Responsibility for defects and non-
compliance 

(a) DEEMING DEFECT OR NONCOMPLIANCE TO 
CERTAIN VEHICLES AND IMPORTER AS MANUFAC-
TURER.—(1) In carrying out sections 30117(b), 
30118–30121, and 30166(f) of this title— 

(A) for a defect or noncompliance with an 
applicable motor vehicle safety standard pre-
scribed under this chapter for a motor vehicle 
originally manufactured for import into the 
United States, an imported motor vehicle hav-
ing a valid certification under section 
30146(a)(1) of this title and decided to be sub-
stantially similar to that motor vehicle shall 
be deemed as having the same defect or as not 
complying with the same standard unless the 
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manufacturer or importer registered under 
section 30141(c) of this title demonstrates 
otherwise to the Secretary of Transportation; 
and 

(B) the registered importer shall be deemed 
to be the manufacturer of any motor vehicle 
that the importer imports or brings into com-
pliance with the standards for an individual 
under section 30142 of this title. 

(2) The Secretary shall publish in the Federal 
Register notice of any defect or noncompliance 
under paragraph (1)(A) of this subsection. 

(b) FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY REQUIREMENT.— 
The Secretary shall require by regulation each 
registered importer (including any successor in 
interest) to provide and maintain evidence, sat-
isfactory to the Secretary, of sufficient financial 
responsibility to meet its obligations under sec-
tions 30117(b), 30118–30121, and 30166(f) of this 
title. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 966.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30147(a) ...... 15:1397(d)(1). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89–563, 
80 Stat. 718, § 108(d); added 
Oct. 31, 1988, Pub. L. 
100–562, § 2(b), 102 Stat. 
2821. 

30147(b) ...... 15:1397(d)(2). 

In this section, the words ‘‘(relating to discovery, no-

tification, and remedy of motor vehicle defects)’’ are 

omitted as surplus. 
In subsection (a)(1)(A), the words ‘‘for a motor vehi-

cle’’ are substituted for ‘‘in, or regarding, any motor 

vehicle’’ to eliminate unnecessary words. 
In subsection (a)(1)(B), the word ‘‘compliance’’ is sub-

stituted for ‘‘conformity’’ for consistency in this chap-

ter. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—ENFORCEMENT AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

§ 30161. Judicial review of standards 

(a) FILING AND VENUE.—A person adversely af-
fected by an order prescribing a motor vehicle 
safety standard under this chapter may apply 
for review of the order by filing a petition for re-
view in the court of appeals of the United States 
for the circuit in which the person resides or has 
its principal place of business. The petition 
must be filed not later than 59 days after the 
order is issued. 

(b) NOTIFYING SECRETARY.—The clerk of the 
court shall send immediately a copy of the peti-
tion to the Secretary of Transportation. The 
Secretary shall file with the court a record of 
the proceeding in which the order was pre-
scribed. 

(c) ADDITIONAL PROCEEDINGS.—(1) On request 
of the petitioner, the court may order the Sec-
retary to receive additional evidence and evi-
dence in rebuttal if the court is satisfied that 
the additional evidence is material and there 
were reasonable grounds for not presenting the 
evidence in the proceeding before the Secretary. 

(2) The Secretary may modify findings of fact 
or make new findings because of the additional 
evidence presented. The Secretary shall file a 
modified or new finding, a recommendation to 
modify or set aside the order, and the additional 
evidence with the court. 

(d) CERTIFIED COPIES OF RECORDS OF PROCEED-
INGS.—The Secretary shall give any interested 
person a certified copy of the transcript of the 
record in a proceeding under this section on re-
quest and payment of costs. A certified copy of 
the record of the proceeding is admissible in a 
proceeding arising out of a matter under this 
chapter, regardless of whether the proceeding 
under this section has begun or becomes final. 

(e) FINALITY OF JUDGMENT AND SUPREME COURT 
REVIEW.—A judgment of a court under this sec-
tion is final and may be reviewed only by the 
Supreme Court under section 1254 of title 28. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 966.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30161(a) ...... 15:1394(a)(1) (1st sen-
tence), (3). 

Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89–563, 
§ 105(a)(1)–(5), (b), 80 Stat. 
720, 721. 

30161(b) ...... 15:1394(a)(1) (2d, last 
sentences). 

30161(c) ...... 15:1394(a)(2). 
30161(d) ...... 15:1394(b). 
30161(e) ...... 15:1394(a)(4), (5). 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘In a case of actual con-
troversy as to the validity of’’ and ‘‘who will be . . . 

when it is effective’’ are omitted as surplus. The words 

‘‘an order prescribing a motor vehicle safety standard 

under this chapter’’ are substituted for ‘‘any order 

under section 1392 of this title’’ for consistency. The 

words ‘‘apply for review’’ are added for clarity. The 

words ‘‘The petition must be filed’’ are substituted for 

‘‘at any time’’ for clarity. The text of 15:1394(a)(3) is 

omitted as surplus because 5:ch. 7 applies unless other-

wise stated. 
In subsection (b), the words ‘‘or other officer des-

ignated by him for that purpose’’ are omitted as sur-

plus because of 49:322(b). The words ‘‘in which the order 

was prescribed’’ are substituted for ‘‘on which the Sec-

retary based his order’’ for consistency. The words ‘‘as 

provided in section 2112 of title 28’’ are omitted as sur-

plus. 
In subsection (c)(1), the words ‘‘in such manner and 

upon such terms and conditions as to the court may 

seem proper’’ are omitted as surplus. The words ‘‘is sat-

isfied’’ are substituted for ‘‘shows to the satisfaction 

of’’ to eliminate unnecessary words. The words ‘‘and to 

be adduced upon the hearing’’ are omitted as unneces-

sary. 
In subsection (c)(2), the words ‘‘with the court’’ are 

substituted for ‘‘the return of’’ for clarity. 
In subsection (d), the words ‘‘thereof’’ and ‘‘criminal, 

exclusion of imports, or other’’ are omitted as surplus. 

The words ‘‘under this section’’ are substituted for 

‘‘with respect to the order’’ for clarity. The word ‘‘pre-

viously’’ is omitted as surplus. 
In subsection (e), the words ‘‘under this section is 

final and may be reviewed only’’ are substituted for 

‘‘affirming or setting aside, in whole or in part, any 

such order of the Secretary shall be final, subject to re-

view’’ to eliminate unnecessary words. The text of 

15:1394(a)(5) is omitted because of rule 43 of the Federal 

Rules of Appellate Procedure (28 App. U.S.C.). 

§ 30162. Petitions by interested persons for 
standards and enforcement 

(a) FILING.—Any interested person may file a 
petition with the Secretary of Transportation 
requesting the Secretary to begin a proceeding— 

(1) to prescribe a motor vehicle safety stand-
ard under this chapter; or 

(2) to decide whether to issue an order under 
section 30118(b) of this title. 

(b) STATEMENT OF FACTS.—The petition must 
state facts that the person claims establish that 
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